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OPEN THE SOOR. 


Open the door, let in the air; 
=. The winds are sweet and the flowers are fair. 
Caw Joy is abroad in the world to- -day ; : 
Tf our door is wide may come this way. 
Open the door ! 


: ‘Open the door, let in the sun; 
= He hath a smile for everyone. 
He hath made of the raindrops gold and gems. 
He may change our tears to diadems. 
Open the door! 


‘Open the door o soul, let in 
= he tong, pyre aye efottghts which shall banish sin. 
They will grow Seid bloom with grace divine, | 
And their fruit(shall)be sweeter than that of 
the vine. Sy 
| Open the door! a 


Open, the door of the hear}; let in 
Syn ahie area et for ean oce and kin. 
Ti will make the halls of the heart so fair 
| That angels may enter unaware. 


Gpen the door! 
Dok, pvt, Rut 
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( “Tf we have never sought, we seek Thee 
| now ; 
Thine eyes burn through the dark, our 
only stars; 
We must have sight of thorn-pricks on 
Thy brow, [onal € 
We must have Thee, O Jesus of the | 
scars. 


“The heavens frighten us; they are too 


calm. 
In all the universe we have no place. 
} Our wounds are hurting us. Where is € 
| the balm? 
O Jesus, by Thy scars we claim Thy 
grace. 
| 


“Tf, when the doors are shut, Thou draw- 


est near, 
| Only reveal those hands, that side of € 
Thine; 
We know to-day what wounds are, we 
have no fear, 
Show us Thy scars, we know the coun- 


| 
| tersign. 
| “The other gods were strong; but Thou 
| wast weak; 
They rode, but Thou didst stumbie to 
a throne; 
But to our wounds only God’s wounds 
can speak. 


alone.” 


| 
And not a god has wounds, but Thou € 
| 
| 
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I Do not fear to follow out the truth 
Aibsit aiong the precipice’s edge. 
Let us speak plain; there is more force in names 
Than most men dream of ; and a lie may keep 
=) Its throne a whole age longer if it skulk 
Behind the shield of some fair seeming name. 
Let us call tyrants tyrants and maintain 
‘That only freedom comes by grace of God. 


: dou ht 
= A PRAYER. 


ur souls ave tethered; vound and round 
=p One central point we wander stil, 
Like some poor lamb that feeds has fill, 


And never knows that ke is bound. 


Give us this day our daily bread, we pray, 
And give us likewise, Lord, our daily thought, 
That our poor souls may strengthen as they ought, 
PB And starve not on the husks of yesterday. 


Living a life that men shall love to know 


Has once been lived on this degenerate earth, 


| And sing it like some tale of long ago 
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“ God! fight we not within a curséd world, 
Whose very air teems thick with leagued fiends— 
Each word we speak has infinite effects— 

Each soul we pass must go to heaven or hell— 
And this our one chance through eternity 

To drop or die, like dead leaves in the brake ! 


Be earnest, earnest, earnest ; mad if thou wilt ; 
Do what thou dost as if the stake were heaven, 
And that thy last deed ere the Judgment Day.” 
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2. Largeness of nature in Paul was not the 


“equivalent of colorless and inexpressive emotion 


He was not so broad as to be shallow. There 
was a stern intensity in him. He played havoc 
with the church in the days of his darkness. 
(Acts vill. 3, 1x. 1, 53, 21.) And as a Christian 


‘he was a man of enthusiasm: and eagerness, and 


he did not attempt te suppress’ his heart or to 
subject it to conventionalism. (2 Cor. v.13; 1 
Cor. iv. 10; x Tim. i. 15-27.) He did his work 
with all of a man’s intensity of devotion. (Acts 
Xx. gt.) He called his life a fight, (2 Tim, iy. 
7, ¥) and he fiung his:whole soul into it. The 
idea of the contemplationist’s view probably never 
occurred to him, or the Lotus Hater’s thought, 


«What pleasure can we have to war with evil eran 
And is there any peace in eyer climbing up the climb. 
ing wave?” ‘ ’ 
The very purpose of life was to-war with evil. 
(2 Tim. vi. 12; 1 Cor. ix. 26.) There was noth- 
ing cf the spirit of rasmus in him: ‘1 have al- 
ways been cautious... .. I would rather “die 
than cause a disturbance im the State. 
When we can do no good, we have a right to be 
silent. A worm like me must not dispute with 
our lawful rulers... . We must bear almost 
anything rather than throw the world into confu- 
sion. There are seasons when we must even con- 
ceal the truth.” (Froude, Life and Letiers of 
Erasmus, pp. 249, 255, 295.) There was none 
of this “constitutional dread of enthusiasm” 
about Paul. His soul was ablaze and in a time 
of moderatism and indirectness and frivolity he 
would have exemplified and approved the spirit 
of Newman’s words, ‘1 donot shrink from ut- 
tering my firm conviction that it would be a gain 
to the country were it vastly more superstitious, 
more bigoted, more gloomy, more fierce in its 
religion than at present, it shows itself to be.” 
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BENES SAYS PEACE 


IS STILL FAR AWAY' 
pyres ; = 
PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia, Aug. 
17 (UP)—Dr. Eduard Benes, former 
president of the League of Na- 
tions, said today that the defeat 
of the Axis powers had not yet 
restored peace to Europe and, 
probably would not for years. 

“T have no illusions,” the Presi- 
dent of Czechoslovakia said. “The 
consequences of this second World 
War will be far more far-reaching 
than those of the first one. The 
war—the second world conflict— 
began at Munich. With the capit- 
ulation of Japan, it is finished. 

“But the world is in ruins and it 
still is in blood. Many millions of 
people have died in the most terri- 
ble way, and those two great 
powers—Germany and Japan— 
have destroyed themselves after 
.having destroyed so many millions: 

“Real peace,’ he said, “is the 
approximate normal condition of 
life—with ‘no internal revolution- 
ary movements—the establishment 


of parliamentary life, the re-estab- 
lishment of main industries, and 
normal, neighborly relations be- 
tween countries. 

“All the occupied countries were 
nourished during the war by 
hope,” he said. “This life of hope 
must be continued for several 
years after the war before general 
peace will come to Hurope.” 
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Can you love man, and do you love man? 
That will make up for a thousand infirmities, 
if you really love man. Professionalism will 
not do the work. But if we really love man, 
if we haye something of the self-sacrificing 
passion for them which Jesus-knew, then that 
passion will manifest itself, and it will grip 
the heart of man as with hooks of steel, 

} I am fond of recalling the fitst soul it was 
wer given.me to win to. Jesus. I was a lad. 
barely grown, a young teacher in the moun- 
tains of Carolina. One morning as we were 
ready for prayers in the chapel there hobbled 
down the aisle to the front seat a child sixteen 
years of age; a strange, eager, lonely-looking 
lad. I read the Scriptures, and prayed, and 
then sent the teachers to their classes. But 
my crippled lad stayed. I supposed that he 
was a beggar, and I thought, “Surely, he de- 
serves alms. His condition betekens his need.” 
So I went to him at recess and said, “My lad, 
what do you want?” And he looked at me 
eagerly in the face and said, “I want to go to 
school. Oh, sir, I want to be somebody in 
the world. I will always be a cripple; the 
doctors told me that. But,” said he, “I want to 
be somebody.” 

He had won me. He told me of their poy- 


erty; and that was taken care of. I watched © 


that lad for weeks and weeks. How bright 
his mind. How eager to know he was. One 
day I called him into my office and said, “My 
boy, I want you to tell me more about your- 
self.” And he told me in a word that some 
months before his father had been killed in 
the great mill where he wrought, and the few 
dollars he had saved up soon were gone. And 
ee “feet his mother’s 

Te will go. 


to the next county, where they don’t know us. 
Mother can do better where we are not 
known.” He said, “I want to help mother and 
be somebody in the world, and, therefore, I 
made my appeal to you to come to school.”- ~~ 

Tt was time after a moment for the great 
bell to ring for books. I laid my hand on the 
head of the little fellow and I said to him, 
“Jim, I am for you, my boy; you are my sort 
of a boy. I believe in you thoroughly, and I 


And when I said that last word the little 
pinched face looked up into mine—almost a 
lightning flash—he said, “Teacher, did you say 
that you loved me? Did you say that?” I 
said, “I said that, Jim.” 

And then with a great sob he said, “I didn’t 
know anybody loved me but mother and the 
two little girls. Oh, sir, if you love me, I will 
be a man yet, by the help of God.” And when 
a few Friday nights after I was leading the 
boys in their chapel meeting, as was my cus- 
tom, I heard the boy’s crutches rattle over 
there in the corner. I looked. Jim sat in a 
chair by himself to keep the boys off his worn 
and wasted limb, and getting up, sobbing and 
laughing at the same time, he looked across 
at me and said, “Teacher, I have found the 
i Saviour, and that time you told me that you 
loved me started me toward Him.” | 
_ Oh, brothers, railroad men, in the shops and 
everywhere, are dying for love. Your gram- 
mar may be broken, your plans may be imper- 
fect, your machinery may be crude, your 
organization may be rough, but, fellows, 
if you love these men and pour. your 
hearts out to them honestly and di- 
rectly, there will be a response that will fill 
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ee Curtis Publishing Company of Philadelphia through its Sep- 
tember issue of the Ladies Home Journal has a leading editorial 
urging the American family to revive the custom of saying grace 
before meals. In part it reads, “The dining table is the best place for 
children’s social training ... for much of their cultural training . . .| 
and, above all, for that gentle, imperceptible guidance by the mother 
Gwith father, a little godlike, at the head of the table) in shaping 
attitudes, points of view, beliefs and principles which add up im the 
long run to character. ... America, today, is acutely hungry for the 
reassurance and consolation of deeper family relationships ... and 
American families are ready for the message which our editorial 
theme holds for them.” We would add that Christian families could 
also use the dinner place for family council and guidance. The family 
is generally together at that time, and misunderstandings could be ad- 
justed and advice given, that is, if the parents “dare” do it. 
—Heratp oF HoLiness) 
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ry ou ask who built the tower on yonder hill. 
They talk about professors making plans, 
Of architects and engineers who came 
To see the plans and walk across the site, 
==) A few months later to send out for us 
| Sketches and blue-prints, with a sheaf of notes 
To show us how to manage brick and stone. 
So now the stately ‘structure rides the ridge 
= Like a well-saddled knight, as if it grew there, 
While the tower thrusts its pinnacles to heaven 
Like spears aloft to lead God’s armies on— 
Although they tell me all who make their home 
For some three, studious years within 
The shadow of the tower go forth as knights, 
Serving the Prince of Peace with singing hearts 
And eager minds in near and distant fields, 
| » Wherever lifts the cry of human need, 
That they may rid the world of all its woe. 


* * % ok * 


Tam the laborer, with calloused hands, 
Who saw each brick was well and truly laid, 
—4@@ And every ashlar in its proper place. 
~ I set the million bits of masonry 
Each to its fellow as the pattern marked. 
I know where every barrow-load of mortar went, 
Each inch of steel and stone in all that pile 
)iFrom the wide footings hid beneath the walls 
To the four, last, crested coronets 
That top the tower and catch the morning sun 


When hill and vale stili sleep in shadows dark 
And scarce a sign of life stirs in the streets. 

In spite of all the architects and engineers, 
The foreman’s closest scrutiny each day, 

In my hands lay defeat or victory in the task: 
One hour of careless toil by me would ruin all. 
So built I faithfully as I was bid 

And that tall tower tells me I worked well. 
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Park Hall, Md., a 
Feb. 20th,1902. 
Dear Sir: 
In reading the Union Gospel News 
-of the Feb.20th issue, I learn you 
need one more missionary with those 
already obtained, suggested by Miss 
Grace E. Wilder. “I am 53 years old, 
single, and temperate inall my habits, 
a Methodist Episcopalian in belief and 
doctrine in the.lloly Church of God and 
desus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 
Have entirely consecrated my life to 
the Saviour'’s work, by denying myself, 
and taking up my cross and doing what- 
soever he wants me to do. lly spiritual 
gifts consist, of the grace of God, 
the precious one of his eternal 
presence in my mind, soul and bodye 
Being baptized fully and completely 
with the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost 
and Comforter. I have also received 
power of speech and utterance, with 
clear enunciation. I am prepared with 
it, and the sustaining power of the 
Omipotent, ommiscient, and omi- 
present, pure and Holy Jehovah; to do 
His good will, wherever I go. ily 
intellectual abilities consist of a 
Higher English Collegiate education. 


And a graduate of the oldest Dental 


Vollage in the world. This mowledge 
I could use suecessfully in the 
relief and cure of pain, when in 
the Worl. My physical health is 
good and strong, sand can endure hard- 
ship cheerfully. Being patient under 
trials and difficulties. I believe 
I am ordained and consecrated by 
God and His Holy Son, to be set 
apart for his holy work. I feel that 
I am fully qualified, to enter the 
WOrk you May require of ine. It is 
With joy therefore, that I offer 
you my services, and hope you will 
accept the same. Remaining, 

Most truly yours, 

Robert C. Bradshaw. 
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The Rev. George ©. Lenington,D.D., who has been serving the Le wese Church, Al- 
buquerque since the middle of lost November, has gone to live at Coldvell, Texas 
where his son resides. Dr. Lenington is « retired minister of the Reformed Church of 
America; - retired officiclly, but actuelly very active in the Lord's work. During 
five and one-half months he received into the La tiese Church 51 new members, miny on 
confession of fcith, incrensing the membership from 33 to 84. He made 227 ealis in 
one month, 219 in enother and apologized for making only 197 in another, - becceuse 
he wes doing considerable work on the building; - and all of this without a car to 
pet around in. Some people have the Holy Spirit in their feet es well af in their 
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An unusnal caseof suicide is reported which 
has caused a greasy ehock to devout Buddhists in 
Burma, A young Boddbist monk, named U 
Wiloke, aged twenty-three years, living in a 
monastery usar Sagsing, barnt himself to death 
through religious fervour. A leading Buddbist 
newspaper givea the following scconut of the 
affsir:—The deceased qas very pious and much 
given to religious exercise and to ecatavig media- 
tion, U Tiloka conceived a strong desire to be 
tid of this vile body ond free himeelf from earthly 
passions. So a few days ago, not long after the 
beginning of the Buddhist Lent, he repsired 
to the Theing Hpaza Zsdi Pagoda, wrapped 
himself in (hirseen monastic robes besides his 
own, having first saturated them with oil, and 
then sat cross legged ona bit of leather, lignted 
the oil and remained firm and steadfact, fervent- 
ly praying. As sconas the smoke arose all the 
monks and peopla that ware near by came rush- 
ing up to him, but none thought of extingaish- 
ing the fire or of belping tha unfortunate men 
in any way. They looked on tillthe fire endsé 
and then carried the body away end gave him 
a very fine foneral. 
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_ However, a point to be made at this time 
is that the music 1s” agreeable to the ear. 
It is not at all in the dissonant idiom of the 
Jatest French fashion, but is smooth, fluent, 
polished and scholarly. Its best trait is 
its suitability to the reproduction of what 
may be called the Paris atmosphere, shall 
we_say, the “Vive la bagatelle” of life? 
{Suppose a composer of real genius were 
to set himself to put into music the life of 
{ne Tenderloin and its seductive tempta- 
tion for.the poor working girl of the far 
East Side, to compose the Broadway stroller, 
the shoelace and opera book sellers, the 
cabbies, the cops, the newsies, the beggars, 
the rounders and the lobster palaces. One 
would expect that under the musical high 
Neghting of the Great White Way we should 
‘hear the awful counterpoint of the wages 
of sin. \ : 

We should hear some echo of the in- 
evitable, unavoidable misery of it all, the 
wreck of body and ind, the downfall 
into debt, disease, death] Now even in gay 
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Hoover Aide Tells Parent and 
Teacher Congress That Rise 
Is Tragedy of Era 


CAMP FOLLOWERS SCORED 


Cause Large Part of Problem, 
Kennelly Says— Better 
Home Guidance Asked 


The rising rate of juvenile de- 
linquency among girls will be one 
of “the greatest tragedies of this 
era,” Edward C. Kennelly, special 
assistant to J. Edgar Hoover, di- 
rector of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, declared here yester- 
day. Arrests of girls under 21 
years of age rose 64 per cent in the 
first six months of 1943, compared 
to the corresponding period) last 
year, he told 500 delegates to the 
forty-seventh annual convention of 
the New York State Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, meeting in 
the Hotel Pennsylvania. 

“The girls’ side of the ledger is 
more serious today,” Mr. Kennelly 
said. “Girls are the hardest hit 
among our young people by the so-| 
cial impact of the war.” 4 

Juvenile delinquency _arrests|’ 
among girls in 1942 rose 55.7 per|- 
cent over 1941, Mr. Kennelly con-|: 
tinued, saying that drunkenness): 
rose 39 per cent, disorderly con- 
duct 69 per cent and prostitution 
and commercialized vice 64 per 
cent. Girls following boys to Army 
camps have caused a large part of 
the problem, he said. 


Boys ’Arrests Dropped 3 Per Cent 


Arrests among boys under 21 
in 1942 decreased a little more than 
3 per cent, Mr. Kennelly said, call- 
ing the drop small in view of the 
number of boys in the armed 
forces. : 

Mr, Kennelly traced criminal 
tendencies in most normal children 
to lack of supervision and guidance 
in the home and the community. 
Asserting that youth’s natural 
craving for excitement “has 
reached a new nigh,” he said: . 

“Unless we channelize that, 
youth is in for real trouble.” 

Other speakers joined Mr. Ken- 
nelly in the opinion that religious 
training in the home is the great- 
est deterrent to crime. In a par 
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Bible Study. 


AUBURN, N. ¥., Dec. 29, 1890. ~~ 


To the Editor of the ADVERTISER : 

The Rev. Samuel T, Spear, D. D., L. 
L. D., in response to a request of the 
editor of the New York Independent, 
gave last week in the columns of that 
paper, the account of his own experience 
dnring the past five yearsin Bible study. 
As this Bible study was taken up be- 
cause of bereayenient and sorrow in his 
earnest desire for consolation, his 
experience becomes very helpful. 
In this community there are many 
who are in SOrrow, and 
believing that this article would be 2 
great source of help to them, I have 
youturod ty ak you for space sufficien' 
for its publication, believing that you 
will be rendering thereby a very helpful 
service to many. In addition to the 
comfort that it will give to those at 
present in actual sorrow, the testimony 
becomes valuable as an evidence of the 
truth of Christianity, for all men desire 
a religion that is able to give comfort in 
time of sorrow, and a religion that can 
not do this is of but little value, 

Iremain, yours sincerely, 
W. H, Hupparp. 


Bible Study in My Own Experience, 


BY SAMUELT. SPEAR, D, D:, L. L, D, 
N. ¥. Indepencent. 
To the Editor of The Independent : 


In answer to your letter requesting me 
to give, for publication in The Tudepend- 
ent, some account of my ‘‘Hxperience as 
a Bible Student,” I submit the following 
statement : 


_ 1, Reing now im the seventy-ninth 
year of my age, and having for more 
than half a century been a clergyman, 


and for the larger part of this time a 


_pastor and preacher of the Gospel, I 
have, in the general sense, been ‘‘a 
Bible student” during the greater 
portion of a comparatively long 
tife. That book, by me accepted as 
containing the revealed word of God,has 
furnished me with texts for sermons. 
and proof texts in support of Christian 
doctrines, Ihave used it as the guide 
of my thoughts, and have always felt 
myself bound by its teaching. My 
position and duties have made the study 
df the Bible alike my necessity and 
‘pleasure ; and my history, asI assume, 
loes not, in this respect, differ from that 
which is comman to the great mass of 
Jergymen. 


“ %, Special circumstances or bereave- — 


ment and sorrow, resulting from the 
death of allthe immediate members of 
ray family, and leaving me inold age 
without wife or children, a few yeare 
ago, made an occasion in which, for 
my own spiritual comfort and relief, 
I entered upon the systematic 
study of the Bible ina manner and to 
an extent that had never before been 
my practice, Profoundly do I now re- 
egret that Thad not done so ata much 
earlier period of my life. Iam deeply 
gensible that I have been greatly the 
loser by the oniission and were it possi- 
ble for me to repeat my life, I certainly 
would not, withmy present views re- 
peat this part of it, 

3. Some five years ago in the circum— 
stances above referred to I resolved that, 
during the remainder of my life, I 
would set apari one hour in 
each day for the special and 
systematic study of the Bible, and 
that this hour should be the one imme- 
diately preceding my breakfast, so that 
before taking my morning meal for the 


en om —and proceeding onward to Revelation 


nourishment of my body, I should repu- 
larly take my spiritual meal for the 
nourishment and comfort of my soul, I 
determined that this should ever after 
bea fixed habit of my private and per- 
sonal life, and that everything else sub- 
ject to my control should be adjusted to 
its demands. What was then a purpose 
is now 4 habit, organized into my very 
being, and practically a part of myself, _ 
as a law of action, a want felt, and a 
great pleasure enjoyed. I would now 
no more think of omitting my Rible 
study in the morning than I would think 
of o zitting my breakfast, or anything 
else which I must do. 


4, The study, as thus described and 
now continued for about five years, has 
been applied to the several books com- 
posing the New Testement ; and in the 
course of these years, at the rate of an 
hour a day, have already passed through 
all these books a number of times, 
chapter by chapter, and verse by verse. 
begining with the Gospel of Marthe | 
and then repeating the process in the 
same order, 

5. I make it a rule to commence the 
study of each morning with a brief 
review of what was studied on the 
previous morning, and after completing 
@ book, to review the whole of it before 
taking up the next book. This I have 
found very helpfulin retaining within 
easy graspof my thoughts what had 
‘been already acquired. 


6. I keep by me also a note-book in 
which I make a record of the thoughts 
‘suggested fo me by the study; andI 
endeavor, 20 far asitis in my power to 
do so, to have my mind in the wakeful 
and active condition, suited to receive 
suggestions, and to be impressed by 
them. To this I add the habit of recalling 
from time to time during the day, what 
I have studied in the morning, designing 
to make it the subject of special medita- 
tion for that day. This I find useful in 
storing up the results of Bible study. I 
thus hold for future meditation and use 
much that would otherwise be lost. 


7, The books thatI have in my li- 
brary, and of whick I have made more 
or less use, in the course of my Bible 
study, are the following : 

The common English Version of the 
Bible ; the Revised Version of the Bible; 
the Greek Testament; Bloomfield’s Greek 
Testament, with English notes; Dr. 
Robinson’s Lexicon of the New Testa- 
ment, and Harmony of the Gospels: the 
Englishman’s Greelk Concordance of the 
New Testament ; Barnes’s Notes on the 
New Testament ; Stuart on Romans and 
Hebrews ; Godet on Romans ; Gloag on 
the Acts; the Commentary on Matthew's 
Gospel by Dr. Broadus; Meyer's Com- 
mentary on the New Testament; But- 
lex’s Bible Work; and Smith’s Bible 
Dictionary. 

These books I use according to the sug. 
gestion of my wants atthe time. The 
common English version and the revised 
version of the Bible I keep constantly 
open before me for the purpose of com-— 
paring their respective renderings of the 
original text; and thenI study the Greek 


text, and consult other helps, in regard — 
to particular passages, as the exigency 
of the case may require. Sometimes I 
have spent the whole hour of the morn. 
ing on a single verse and at others on 
several verses. I have been in no haste 
to proceed rapidly, and have uniformly 
taken time enough to give my best 
thought to what I was then studying. 
My great object in this study has not 
been that of a Hterary critic, or to find 
out whether the Bible is true or not, or 
to prove its truth ; but rather to ascertain 
with as much certainty as possible, what 
God says in his word, and thus put my 
own mind in direct and devout commun- 
ion with the Infinite Mind. 

8. Having thus referred, with some 
degree of particularity, to the facts and 
circumstances connected with my special 
and systematic study of the New Testia- 
ment, for about five years. the last six 
months of which have been devoted toa 
re-examination of the four Gospels, as 
compared together, and coming now to 
the question of results im my experience, 
T hardly know what words to use. If I 


had, without the experience, been told 
peforehand what would be the effect of 
the process, I doubt whether I should 
have had a realizing sense of the exact 
meaning of the language, however accu- 
rate and well chosen in the selection of 
words. The darkness of deep sorrow was 
upon me in the evening of my life ; and I 
specially felt that I needed the help of 
God, as the only being in the universe 
who could effectually help me. I wanted 
the light of his countenance to shine 
upon me in my domestic and social 
desolation ; and it did shine upon me 
through his precious word, and brought 
peace and comfort to my stricken soul. 
Ican row appropriate, and make my 
own, the language of the Psalmist, and 
say: “In the multitude of my thoughts 
within me thy comforts delight my soul.” 
(Ps. xciv, 19.) These comforts I found 
in looking to God through hls word, in 
hearing him speak to} me in that word, 
in regarding him asthe Author of the 
word, and in thinking of the word as 
having all the certainty, sacredness, 


power, purity and affectlon of God him- rm 


self. 

9. To this general statement of the 
result in my experience I desire to add, 
in the way of specific and explanatory 
recitals, the following particulars : 

(1.) The actual commitment to mem- 
ory, word for word, of a very consider- 
able portion of the entire New Testament, 
and also a distinct and definite know- 
ledge of the course of thought pursued 
in every book of that Testament, so that 
Icanseo the whole in all the parts 
thereof with great facility and comfort 
to myself. My usual practice, after 
lying down for the repose of the night, 
is tooccupy my thoughts foratime in 
silently repeating to myself portions of 
scripture—somotimes a few consecutive 
verses, at others a whole chapter cr 
series of chapters, and at other times 
ruaning through the entire plan and 
thought of an epistle or gospel. 

Q,) Au incraased familiarity with the 
style, the language, the terminology 
and phraseologies as well as the contents 
of the New Testament, so that I have a 


ready and easy accessto that mass of 
suprems wonders and can bring them’ 
before my mind for meditative use by 
night and by day. 

(8.) A profounder and more impres- 
sive sense that the New Testament, like 
the old isin reality the Wordof God 
and, in all matters of religious doctrine 
and duty isthe absolute law of human 
faith, compared with which the specu- 
lations and philosophies of uninspired 
Tien seem to me of but little importance. 

(4) An enlarged knowledge of the 
Bible Christ considered as an historic 
person, and a clearer and more joyous 
apprehension and appropriation of the 
whole system of Bible doctrinein respect 
to man’s salvation through Christ,laying 
the basis in my anderstanding and heart 
for a more constant, intimate and 
precious intercourse with him as the 
atoning Redeemer ‘‘who loved me and 
gave himself for me,” and enabling me 
to say, “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he isable to keep 
that which I have committed unto him 


Yagainst that day.” (i Tim. i, 12.) 


(5.) A conscious increase of spiritual 
comfort, and a general equanimity and 
serenity of thought and feeling, founded 
onand derived from the word of God, 
and extending to all events and all 
possibilities, leading me to think of my 
personal life as infolded in the gracious 
and watchful care and under the infalli- 
ble government of the good and perfect 
God, “who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will.” (Hph. i, 11). 

(6.) A more distinct, definite and 
satisfactory anticipation of the heavenly 
life, especially as connected with and 
affected by the personal residence, exal- 
tation, priestly office, and fellowship of 
the glorified God-Man in Heaven, 
which, while it does not compel 
death fo take me into its confi- 
dence and reveal to me all its se- 
crets, nevertheless, mercifully scatters 
the deep shadows overhanging that 
event, and, greatly to my relief, disposes 
me to think of death simply as a transit 
of the soul to the brighter and better 
world, and hence not my destruction, 


and not a disaster, but rather the eman- 
cipation and coronation of my spiritual 
being. 

(7.) The cheering compensation of 
meditative hope, as a soothing balm to 
bereaved and afflicted sensibility, fur- 
nished to me by am increased persuasion 
that the dear ones whom I have loved 
inithis world, and whom I have lost for 
this world, are simpiy absent from me, 
but not forever lost to me, and that I 
shal! meet them again, hereafter know 


them and be known te them, 
love them and be loved by 
them, in the Paradise of God. 


(8.) A quickened and abiding sense 
that, duling what remains to me of this 
life, 1 must improve every available 
opportunity to bear witness for Christ, 
and do whatI can to commend him to 
the acceptance, confidence and obedience 
of others, 

Such, after searching my own con- 
sciousness for the facts of my experi- 
ence, is my response to the request made 
tome, Iam not now sorry that, about 


five years ago, I resolved to do what 


during these years | have been seeking 
todo. My only regret is that the resolu- 
tion was formed at so late a period. Had 
its date been much earlier, as it might 
Ihave been, and, as I now think, 
it should have been, the benefit 


to me, asi have no doubt, would have 
been correspoidingly greater. What I 
have gained,in the way of mental reliefs 
and spiritual comfort, from the process 
described, I would not exchange for all 
the honor and wealth of this world. 
Situated as Il am, with the faculties that 
I possess. and which I would not alienate 
if [ could, I can conceive of no greater 
calamity to my consciousness in this 
life than ahat which should despoil me 
of my present views of God and of 
Christ as my Saviour. gained by my 
study of the Bible, and leave me 
to plod my way to the grave amid 
the doubts, the darkness, ihe 
gloom, and the utter and absolute hope- 
lessness of any form of infidelity that 
sets God’s word at defiance, This con- 
dition, locking at the matter from my 
situation, would fill me with intolerable 
anguish. 

If, as 1 suppose willbe the fact, this 
response shall be published in the Inde- 
pendent, my prayer to God isthat every 
one who may chance to read if may 
make if the means of a blessmg to his 
own soul, Being myself far down in the 
vale of years, and expecting ere long "to 
go hence, I have told this story in the 
hope that such would be the resulfi, 
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